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PROPOSALS FOR ARTICLE 6 (ARTICLE ON NOURISHMENT) AND ARTICLES 7-11 (ARTICLES ON EDUCATION) FOR CHAPTER III OF THE OPERATIVE SECTION

OF THE DRAFT SOCIAL CHARTER OF THE AMERICAS

(Incorporates text discussed at the informal meeting held on September 17, 2008)
ARTICLE 6

NEW ARTICLE PROPOSED ON nourishment
Proposal by the delegations of Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Ecuador, Nicaragua, Uruguay and Venezuela: (5)
Every person has a right to [PE: good-quality, healthy] nourishment and the states undertake to make all necessary efforts to eradicate hunger and malnutrition.  The states shall adopt the necessary measures, in accordance with their law, to prevent their peoples from being deprived of access to nourishment.
ARTICLE 7

NEW ARTICLE PROPOSED ON education
Proposal by the delegations of Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Ecuador, Nicaragua, Uruguay, and Venezuela: (7)
Education is a right of all persons; and it is a fundamental and bounden duty of states to provide it. The states should guarantee education in a democratic, permanent, cost-free, and compulsory manner, in accordance with their national law and with the principles of universal access, quality, equity, freedom, justice, and pluralism.

Proposal by the delegation of the United States: (6)

1.
Education is the principal transmitter of civic values for the creation of responsible citizens committed to democracy and is a decisive factor for human development, improved standards of living and the promotion of social justice.


2.
Fair and equitable access to quality basic education for all, should be based on the principles of participation, relevance, accountability, and efficiency. 


Alternate proposal presented by the delegation of Mexico on 09/09/08:

Everyone is entitled to education without discrimination.  The states must guarantee education in a democratic, permanent, cost-free, and compulsory manner, in accordance with their national law and with the principles of universal access, quality, equity, freedom, justice, and pluralism. 

Access to quality education is vital to achieving greater equity, improving standards of living, developing human capital, reducing poverty, strengthening democratic institutions, creating responsible citizens committed to society, and promoting social inclusion.

The member states shall do their utmost, with up to the maximum resources available, to guarantee primary and secondary education, expand early education, and strengthen technical and advanced training for the peoples of the region.

Proposal presented by CARICOM at the informal meeting of 09/17/08, and based on the proposal from Mexico:

Access to quality education is vital to achieving greater equity, improving standards of living, developing human capital, reducing poverty, strengthening democratic institutions, creating responsible citizens committed to society, and promoting social inclusion.

Everyone is entitled [every person has a right] to education without discrimination.  The states shall ensure that education is provided in accordance with the principles of universal access, and in keeping with their national law.

Text discussed at the informal meeting held on 09/17/08:

Everyone is entitled to education without discrimination. Access to quality education is vital to achieving greater equity, improving standards of living, developing human capital, reducing poverty, strengthening democratic institutions, creating responsible citizens committed to society, and promoting social inclusion
States commit to ensure primary and secondary education and promote [PE: equal] access to education at all levels in accordance with their national law and with the principles of universal access, quality, equity, [US: freedom, justice, and pluralism.]
Article 8

Access to quality education is vital for the achievement of greater equity, the development of human capital, poverty reduction, stronger democratic institutions, and the promotion of social inclusion. To attain these goals, educational policies must be based on the principles of universality, quality, equity, liberty, justice, plurality, and relevance.

Proposal by the delegations of Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil, Ecuador, Nicaragua, Uruguay and Venezuela: (8)
Access to education of quality is vital to achieving greater equity, developing human capital, reducing poverty, strengthening democratic institutions, and promoting social inclusion.

Member states shall make every effort, to the maximum extent of their available resources, to guarantee primary and secondary education, expand early education, and strengthen higher education. 

Article 9

Member states will make every effort, to the maximum extent of their available resources, to guarantee primary and secondary education, expand early childhood education, and strengthen higher education.


Article 10

Education plays a fundamental part in promoting a democratic culture. That being so, training programs need to be developed and consolidated for children and youth as a means of ensuring the continuance of democratic values, including liberty and social justice. 

Article 11

Management of the educational system must be transparent and participatory. To that end, mechanisms will be devised to facilitate the participation of all stakeholders in the educational process, including families and the community.
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